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learn, are provided with challenging 
courses, and are encouraged to develop 
and pursue long-term educational and 
career goals. 

Fourth, in response to clear evidence 
that standards-based reforms work best 
when States have strong account-
ability systems in place, my proposal 
would encourage each State to estab-
lish a single, rigorous accountability 
system for all schools. The bill also 
would require States to end social pro-
motion and traditional retention prac-
tices; phase out the use of teachers 
with emergency certificates and the 
practice of assigning teachers ‘‘out-of- 
field;’’ and implement sound discipline 
policies in every school. Finally, the 
bill would give parents an important 
new accountability tool by requiring 
State, district, and school-level report 
cards that will help them evaluate the 
quality of the schools their children at-
tend. 

Based on high standards for all stu-
dents, high-quality professional devel-
opment for teachers, safe and dis-
ciplined learning environments, and 
accountability to parents and tax-
payers, the Educational Excellence for 
All Children Act of 1999 provides a solid 
foundation for raising student achieve-
ment and narrowing the achievement 
gap between disadvantaged students 
and their more advantaged peers. More 
important, it will help prepare all of 
our children, and thus the Nation, for 
the challenges of the 21st century. I 
urge the Congress to take prompt and 
favorable action on this proposal. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON.
THE WHITE HOUSE, May 21, 1999. 

f 

NOTICE ON AMENDED MINES PRO-
TOCOL—MESSAGE FROM THE 
PRESIDENT—PM 31 

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message 
from the President of the United 
States; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations. 

To the Senate of the United States: 
I am gratified that the United States 

Senate has given its advice and consent 
to the ratification of the Amended 
Mines Protocol of the Convention on 
Conventional Weapons. 

The Senate and my Administration, 
working together, reached agreement 
on a detailed resolution of advice and 
consent to ratification, including 13 
conditions covering issues of signifi-
cant interest and concern. I will imple-
ment these provisions. I will, of course, 
do so without prejudice to my Con-
stitutional authorities. A condition in 
a resolution of advice and consent to 
ratification cannot alter the allocation 
of authority and responsibility under 
the Constitution, for both the Congress 
and the President. 

I am grateful to Majority Leader 
Lott, Minority Leader Daschle, and 

Senators Helms, Biden, Leahy, and the 
many others who have assisted in this 
ratification effort. It is clear that the 
practical result of our work together 
on the Protocol will well serve the crit-
ical humanitarian interest of pro-
tecting civilians from the dangers 
posed to them by landmines, as well as 
the imperative requirements of ensur-
ing the safety and effectiveness of U.S. 
military forces. In this spirit, I express 
my hope that the Protocol will lead to 
further sound advances in the develop-
ment of the international law of armed 
conflict. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON.
THE WHITE HOUSE, May 24, 1999. 

f 

NOTICE ON AMENDED PROTOCOL 
ON PROHIBITIONS OR RESTRIC-
TIONS ON THE USE OF MINES, 
BOOBY-TRAPS AND OTHER DE-
VICES, TOGETHER WITH ITS 
TECHNICAL ANNEX—MESSAGE 
FROM THE PRESIDENT—PM 32 

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message 
from the President of the United 
States; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations. 

To the Congress of the United States: 
In accordance with the resolution of 

advice and consent to ratification of 
the Amended Protocol on Prohibitions 
or Restrictions on the Use of Mines, 
Booby-Traps and Other Devices, to-
gether with its Technical Annex, 
adopted by the Senate of the United 
States on May 20, 1999, I hereby certify 
that: 

In connection with Condition (1)(B), 
Pursuit Deterrent Munition, the Pur-
suit Deterrent Munition shall continue 
to remain available for use by the 
United States Armed Forces at least 
until January 1, 2003, unless an effec-
tive alternative to the munition be-
comes available. 

In connection with Condition (6), 
Land Mine Alternatives, in pursuing 
alternatives to United States anti-per-
sonnel mines or mixed anti-tank sys-
tems, I will not limit the types of al-
ternatives to be considered on the basis 
of any criteria other than those speci-
fied in the sentence that follows. In 
pursuit of alternatives to United 
States anti-personnel mines, or mixed 
anti-tank systems, the United States 
shall seek to identify, adapt, modify, or 
otherwise develop only those tech-
nologies that (i) are intended to pro-
vide military effectiveness equivalent 
to that provided by the relevant anti- 
personnel mine, or mixed anti-tank 
system; and (ii) would be affordable. 

In connection with Condition (7), Cer-
tification with Regard to International 
Tribunals, with respect to the Amend-
ed Mines Protocol, the Convention on 
Conventional Weapons, or any future 
protocol or amendment thereto, the 
United States shall not recognize the 

jurisdiction of any international tri-
bunal over the United States or any of 
its citizens. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON.
THE WHITE HOUSE, May 24, 1999. 

f 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, which were referred as indi-
cated: 

EC–3149. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Transportation, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, a report entitled ‘‘Effectiveness 
of Occupant Protection Systems and Their 
Use’’ dated April 1999; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–3150. A communication from the Pro-
gram Analyst, Office of the Chief Counsel, 
Federal Aviation Administration, Depart-
ment of Transportation, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Establishment of Class C Airspace and Rev-
ocation of Class D Airspace, Austin- 
Bergstrom International Airport, TX; and 
Revocation of Robert Mueller Municipal Air-
port Class C; Delay of Effective Date; Docket 
No. 97–AWA–4/4–30 (5–3)’’ (RIN2120–AA66) 
(1999–0170), received May 3, 1999; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

EC–3151. A communication from the Chief, 
Office of Regulations and Administrative 
Law, U.S. Coast Guard, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Safety/Se-
curity Zone Regulations; Port of New York/ 
New Jersey Fleet Week (CGD001–98–170)’’ 
(RIN2115–AA97) (1999–0017), received May 10, 
1999; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC–3152. A communication from the Chief, 
Office of Regulations and Administrative 
Law, U.S. Coast Guard, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of ten rules relative to Re-
gatta Regulations (RIN2115–AE46) (1999–0009), 
received April 9, 1999; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–3153. A communication from the Aero-
nautical Information Specialist, Federal 
Aviation Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Standard 
Instrument Approach Procedures; Miscella-
neous Amendments (30); Amdt. No. 1929’’ 
(RIN2120–AA65), received May 4, 1999; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–3154. A communication from the Aero-
nautical Information Specialist, Federal 
Aviation Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Standard 
Instrument Approach Procedures; Miscella-
neous Amendments (82); Amdt. No. 1928’’ 
(RIN2120–AA65), received May 4, 1999; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–3155. A communication from the Dep-
uty Assistant Administrator for Fisheries, 
National Marine Fisheries Service, Office of 
Sustainable Fisheries, Department of Com-
merce, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Fisheries off West 
Coast States and in the Western Pacific; 
West Coast Salmon Fisheries; 1999 Manage-
ment Measures’’ (RIN0648–AK21), received 
May 12, 1999; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 
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